
Mercator Ocean is the French ocean analysis and forecasting centre. It designs, develops, operates and maintains 
state-of-the-art, scientific, numerical-modelling systems that are able to describe, analyse and forecast the state of 
the ocean in 3D, continuously and in real time. 
Mercator Ocean is a subsidiary of five major French institutions involved in the development of operational 
oceanography – CNRS, IFREMER, IRD, Meteo France and SHOM. 
Mercator Ocean's activities include R&D, operational systems, expert forecasting and the services it provides to 
users around the world (scientists, public agencies, industry, etc.). 
In November 2014, the European Commission delegated the setting up of the Copernicus Marine Environment 
Monitoring Service (CMEMS) to Mercator Ocean. The service was launched in the spring of 2015. 
 
Mercator Ocean's Copernicus Technical Coordination team oversees the development and integration of the 
various components (products and system) of the Copernicus Marine Service and ensures that the services supplied 
by subsystem contractors comply with requirements; it also interfaces with the major suppliers of observation data 
(satellite and in situ) for the needs of the CMEMS. The department is looking for: 

 
A Coordinator of Earth Observation Data (M/F) 

 
You will work in the Copernicus Technical Coordination department, where your main mission will be to coordinate 
technical aspects with the major suppliers of Earth observation data (both satellite and in situ).  

Your particular activities in this role will involve:  

 coordinating the expression of the CMEMS's needs for operational data (satellite and in situ data) as 
input for the system and apply the necessary measures; 

 consolidating the central role played by Mercator Océan in the technical coordination of input data 
for the CMEMS by developing and maintaining good relations with the major suppliers; 

 scheduling and coordinating the integration of new observation missions by the CMEMS subsystems. 

You will also be responsible for the technical follow-up of the contractors in charge of running the CMEMS centres 
where observation data are produced, and will participate in the process for purchasing these services. 
 
 
As a qualified engineer or equivalent, you have a minimum of 5 years experience in oceanography, and experience 
in working with space agencies.  
You have a practical knowledge of Earth observation programmes and of operational oceanography techniques 
regarding observation data and analytical and forecasting models. Experience in managing and following-up 
technical projects would also be appreciated. 
 
You speak and write English fluently.  
 
You are comfortable in complex environments and you are efficient, rigorous and able to make useful proposals. 
Your excellent interpersonal skills and your adaptability make you a good team player and enable you to interact 
with people of different cultures and nationalities.  
 
The position will involve travel in France and abroad. 
 
 
Send a letter stating your reasons for applying and a detailed CV with the reference 2016-06/CTC/CDOT to: 
recruitment@mercator-ocean.fr, to arrive no later than 20 May 2016.  
Date of publication: April 2016 
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