
 
 

Executive Officer (M/F), 12-month contract 

Mercator Ocean is the French ocean analysis and forecasting centre. It designs, develops, operates 
and maintains state-of-the-art scientific numerical-modelling systems that are able to describe, 
analyse and forecast the state of the ocean in 3D, continuously and in real time. Mercator Ocean is a 
subsidiary of five major French institutions involved in the development of operational oceanography 
– CNRS, IFREMER, IRD, Meteo France and SHOM. Mercator Ocean's activities include R&D, 
operational systems, expert forecasting and the services it provides to users around the world 
(scientists, public agencies, industry, etc.). The company is located at Ramonville Saint-Agne, near 
Toulouse.  
 
In November 2014, the European Commission delegated the setting-up of the Copernicus Marine 
Environment Monitoring Service (CMEMS) to Mercator Ocean. The service has been provided since 
spring of 2015. 
 
To participate in the development of our international projects, we are now looking for an  
Executive Officer to join the General Management of Mercator Ocean for a 12-month contract. 
 
Working in the General Management, you will assist the Director in managing the activity, in drawing 
up and updating the major technical, scheduling and resource objectives of the overall framework for 
the different departments.  

Your main missions will be:  

- Coordinating for the Director the drafting of the company’s annual or multi-annual 
programmes,  ensuring their consistency and the various ways they are implemented for the 
teams concerned, following which, you will supervise the writing of reports on the work 
achieved, that are to be sent to the different governing bodies and the European 
Commission, 

- Organising the definition of the baseline framework, including technical aspects/resources 
and scheduling for use by the company’s General Management and for implementation by 
the various departments;  this will include the requisite clarity, accessibility and updating as 
well as helping the managers integrate this information in their respective fields, 

- Assisting the Director in daily management of the company and contributing to the work of 
the General Management,  

- Organising the Steering committee meetings, making decisions and informing all concerned 
parties while supervising the corresponding action plan, 

- Managing inter-departmental measures for implementing the corporate programme, 
arbitrating when necessary, organising cross-cutting actions, helping managers find solutions 
and human resources and implementing inter-departmental actions, 

- Drawing-up and clarifying the processes used for running the company, while proposing and 
introducing improvements. 

In applying for this position, you must have an engineering degree, or similar (baccalaureate + 5 
years of higher education) with at least 15 years of experience in directing/managing a company or 
companies involved in scientific and technical sectors. Furthermore, you must have knowledge of 
general oceanography to enable you to understand the tools and methods, proven skills in team and 



 
 

project management as well as in change management, and fluency in written and spoken English.  
Your ability to anticipate and overcome difficulties as well as your leadership will enable you to 
successfully accomplish your assignments for this position.  

Send your letter stating your reasons for applying, including a detailed CV to:  
recruitment@mercator-ocean.fr by May 2nd, 2017 at the latest with the code: 2017-06/DG/AD.  
 
The position should start on June 1st 2017 for a 12-month duration.   
 
 
Publication date: April 20th, 2017 
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