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European Commission to Continue Collaboration with 
Mercator Ocean International to Implement Copernicus 
Marine Service 

 
Source: Pierre Bahurel, Director General of Mercator Ocean International 

Toulouse, France – 22 July, 2021 – Following the successful implementation of the Copernicus Marine 
Environment Monitoring Service (CMEMS) between 2015 and 2021, Pierre Bahurel, Director General 
of Mercator Ocean International (MOi) signed with the European Commission a new contribution 
agreement, with Mercator Ocean International re-selected as the entrusted entity for the 
implementation of the service. It that provides ocean science-based services that are used for 
monitoring the global ocean and the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources, will 
continue the success and expand an uninterrupted and seamless marine service in the next seven 
years. 



     
 

 

The marine component of Copernicus, the European Union’s Earth Observation programme, is 
responsible for the programme’s marine data offer and provides key inputs supporting EU and 
international policies for an environmentally conscious society. 

Between 2021 and 2027, the Copernicus Marine Service will focus on improving their digital and cloud 
capacities and offer to users, expanding their product portfolio in the coastal and Arctic regions and 
deepening their interaction with the Copernicus ecosystem including satellite and in-situ components, 
R&D programmes, EU policies and other Copernicus services. 

“The Copernicus Marine Service is now an indispensable global operational marine service, serving 
to protect the marine environment and biodiversity, combat climate change and support the blue 
economy. It embodies not only the vision, but also the major commitments of the EU for a 
sustainable ocean,” states Pierre Bahurel, CEO of MOi. He continues, “It can also claim a fourfold 
European label on Space, digital, scientific and environmental sectors and I am very proud of this, as 
I am particularly proud of the network of contractors and partners with whom we have been 
working for years to design and improve the Service. Through the Copernicus Marine Service, 
Mercator Ocean International has created the first digital ocean accessible to all.” 

Using precursor projects like Horizon Europe, many more products that enrich data collection on 
coastal and arctic regions will be released, and thus help European policymakers and users face 
climate challenges. The first milestone product release of the new contribution agreement is 
scheduled for December 2021. 

“When designing MyOcean a decade ago and transitioning to operations in 2015, we didn’t know that 
we would achieve so much. Copernicus Marine is today more than what we expected. In addition to 
the plans with ocean physics, we have been able to accelerate and develop the Green Ocean with 
biogeochemistry models, to operate waves models which are part of our “gold” products. A lot has 
been done on the Arctic as well, on ocean climate monitoring, and we have set up what we can call 
already a digital ocean. The success is there but we need to keep moving to remain world leader, and 
target next big societal and policy challenges, such as coastal zones and biodiversity,” Fabienne Jacq, 
European Commission, DG Defence, Industry and Space. 

 

About The Copernicus Marine Service 

The Copernicus Marine Service (or Copernicus Marine Environment Monitoring Service) is the 
marine component of the Copernicus Programme of the European Union. It provides free, regular 
and systematic authoritative information on the state of the Blue (physical), White (sea ice) and 
Green (biogeochemical) ocean, on a global and regional scale. It is funded by the European 
Commission (EC) and implemented by Mercator Ocean International. It is designed to serve EU 
policies and International legal Commitments related to Ocean Governance, to cater for the needs of 
society at large for global ocean knowledge and to boost the Blue Economy across all maritime 
sectors by providing free-of-charge state-of-the-art ocean data and information. 



     
 

 

About Mercator Ocean International  

Mercator Ocean International (MOi) is a non-profit organisation based in France committed to 
building a science-based Digital Ocean to support the conservation and the sustainable use of our 
oceans and seas. MOi maintains an operational digital description of the marine environment 
worldwide and helps organisations implement community and institutional programmes, projects 
and initiatives. MOi was appointed by the European Commission to implement and operate the 
Copernicus Marine Service from 2015 to 2021, as part of the European Earth observation 
programme Copernicus. Its scientific experts design, develop, operate, and maintain state-of-the-art 
numerical modelling systems that describe and analyse the past, present, and near-future state of 
the ocean in 4D (reanalyses, hindcasts, near-real time analyses and forecasts). It has also been 
selected by the EC as one of three implementers of the Copernicus WEkEO DIAS cloud computing 
platform. The organisation also pilots EU4OceanObs, a project meant to strengthen the EU’s 
prominence and influence in international ocean governance for an enhanced global ocean 
observation system (EC Service for Foreign Policy Instruments). 
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+33 6 30 66 15 96 
 
More Resources: 

• https://www.mercator-ocean.fr/en/news/mercator-implement-copernicus-marine-service-
for-next-7-years/ 

• https://marine.copernicus.eu/news/copernicus-i-2015-2021-looking-achievements-marine-
service 

• https://www.mercator-ocean.fr/actualites/7-years-success-copernicus-marine/ 
• Hashtag used: #WeAreAllOceanCitizens 

 
• The Copernicus Marine Service website can be found at: https://marine.copernicus.eu/  
• The website of Mercator Ocean can be found at: https://www.mercator-ocean.fr/en/  
• More information on the Copernicus programme can be found at: www.copernicus.eu 
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