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DCC Technical coordinator (F/M)  
 

Fixed-term position – 18 months 

Full time 

 

About the job position: 

 

Mercator Ocean International provides ocean prediction services, producing and 

sharing data and information about the state of ocean environment, to thousands of 

expert stakeholders worldwide. The organization is called to support the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO in the implementation of 

the UN Decade of Ocean Sciences for Sustainable Development by establishing a 

Decade Collaborative Centre (DCC) dedicated to Ocean Prediction (OP). This DCC-

OP will provide an international framework with a global forum and direct links to the 

UN organizations that sponsor ocean and climate observing systems to optimize 

international efforts on ocean prediction, as well as the global technical and 

organizational structure required to establish a pilot for a global ocean modelling, and 

forecasting capacity.  The DCC will take the form of a small coordination team at 

Mercator Ocean International, working with the UNESCO/IOC Decade Unit and the 

multiple stakeholders and programmes dealing with ocean prediction. Mercator 

Ocean International seeks a Technical Coordinator for this initiative. 

 

About your missions: 

 

• Contribute as technical coordinator in the overall management of the DCC-OP and 

support the director-general in its strategic steering and planning 

• Design, organize and lead the technical workplan of DCC-OP, guarantee and 

promote the achievements of the technical objectives, report to the UN Decade 

Coordination Unit 

• Build and develop collaborations with UN Decade Programme leaders, Decade 

Communities of Practice and other related DCCs, and major stakeholders of the 

ocean prediction domain, explore and exploit synergies to improve forecasting skill 

and interoperability required to 'deliver as one' from multiple thematic and 

geographic nodes, build plans and recommendations to support the uptake and 

long-term sustainability of the results.   

• Organize and lead the development of a technical framework of common 

standards and processes to foster the development of new capacities in ocean 

prediction and improve the overall performance; ensure the proper articulation with 

the OceanPredict team in the feasibility phase and the GOOS Expert Team on 

Operational Ocean Forecasting Systems in the operational approval phase. 

• Represent the DCC-OP in UN Decade and Ocean Prediction events and meetings, 

contribute to communication and outreach, including website management, 

background documents, and writing reports.  

 

About you: 



 

 

• PhD or Engineer’s degree in environmental sciences, with at least 15 year working 

experience in the field of ocean prediction 

• Fluent (spoken and written) in English and in another European language. 

• Excellent knowledge of the scientific and technical background of ocean 

observations and prediction, and the existing community worldwide  

• Successful management of an ocean prediction centre 

• Experience in international multi-partner project and programme management; 

experience working with the UN will be an advantage 

• Leadership, ability to bring a group to consensus, ability to create momentum 

• Responsible, autonomous, ability to deliver and respond to deadlines 

• Team player, project- and solution-oriented, systematic thinking 

 

Who are we? 

Mercator Ocean International has been a pioneer in operational oceanography 

activities for nearly 25 years through its public service mission to preserve the ocean. 

Many scientific and societal challenges need to be met in order to ensure a sustainable 

ocean, whether they relate to the environment, biodiversity, climate change, the blue 

economy or education. To meet these challenges, we are required to constantly and 

in real time describe, analyse and forecast the state of the global ocean using reliable 

numerical models, then make this information relevant and accessible to all — whether 

public or commercial services, manufacturers, policy makers, associations, NGOs, 

teachers or citizens. Mercator Ocean International thus combines scientific excellence 

and social commitment on a daily basis. As a non-profit company under multinational 

governance (ES, FR, GB, IT, NO), we work in a climate of trust with our nine shareholding 

partners, all key players in the development of European oceanography.  

 

Mercator Ocean International has been conducting the Copernicus Marine 

Environment Monitoring Service since 2014 on behalf of the European Union. CMEMS 

offers free, open access to scientifically validated operational information on the 

ocean to several thousand subscribers worldwide. To this end, the company 

coordinates a unique network of around 100 partners in Europe specialising in Earth 

observation and ocean forecasting.  

 

Based near Toulouse in South-West France, the company’s 100 or so contributors are all 

committed to achieving the United Nations' sustainable development goals.  

 

How to apply: 

Send your cover letter and a detailed CV with the following reference 2021-10/DG/DCC 

to recruitment@mercator-ocean.fr  

 
Closing date: 30/10/2021 

 
Publication date: 15/10/2021 
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