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Digital program manager 
 

 

Permanent position 

Full time position  

 

 

 

About the job: 

Within the Mercator Ocean International General Management, you will be in charge 

of designing, driving and leading the digital transition strategy of the company's 

oceanographic systems and services, supporting the operational departments in 

charge of their implementation. 

 

The digital transition supported at the European and global level is reflected in major 

software infrastructure projects involving a large community of players, and creating 

opportunities for technological breakthroughs for ocean monitoring and forecasting 

software systems. The notion of a Digital Ocean Twin creates a new framework for 

action, desired and supported in particular by the European Commission and the 

European Space Agency, and identified in international cooperation in the field. The 

software infrastructure developed by Mercator Ocean International over the last two 

decades is identified as a unique basis to meet this challenge and contribute to 

structuring initiatives in cooperation.   

 

In this context, you will be more specifically in charge of:  

 

• Support the CEO in the development of the company's digital strategy and its 

implementation with the operational departments. 

• Ensure and organize the company's involvement in programs contributing to the 

digital transition of ocean forecasting systems in Europe and worldwide.   

• Define and lead the internal program for the digital transformation of the 

company's oceanographic systems and services 

• Lead or supervise the major software infrastructure projects led by the company 

in the digital domain and the Digital Ocean Twin 

 

About you: 

You have an engineering degree or a PhD, validating a double specialization in 

geosciences and computer science. 

You have a minimum of 20-year experience in the space/environment sector in 

management or executive positions. 

 

Assets to succeed include:  

• Proven expertise in the technical field of environmental data processing 

and management and new digital tools. 

• Experience in the design, development and operation of complex systems 

in the field of earth observation and digital technology. 



 

• This includes setting up files, responding to calls for tender, team and project 

management, and conducting industrial services. 

• In-depth knowledge of the European Commission and its directorates in the 

space and digital domains. Experience of collaboration with the 

Commission is required. 

• Knowledge of major space agencies (ESA, EUMETSAT, CNES, DLR) and 

European environmental agencies (ECMWF, EEA). Professional experience 

in one of these agencies is a plus. 

• Good knowledge of the European landscape in ocean observation and 

information services, both in the academic and private sectors. 

• Ability to establish and maintain good working relationships, in the context 

of European collaborations. 

• Experience in the digital world and its business models (start-up, financing...) 

• Fluent English and French essential. Another European language is a plus.   

 

 
Who are we? 

Mercator Ocean International has been a pioneer in operational oceanography 

activities for nearly 25 years through its public service mission to preserve the ocean. 

Many scientific and societal challenges need to be met in order to ensure a sustainable 

ocean, whether they relate to the environment, biodiversity, climate change, the blue 

economy or education. To meet these challenges, we are required to constantly and 

in real time describe, analyse and forecast the state of the global ocean using reliable 

numerical models, then make this information relevant and accessible to all — whether 

public or commercial services, manufacturers, policy makers, associations, NGOs, 

teachers or citizens. Mercator Ocean International thus combines scientific excellence 

and social commitment on a daily basis. As a non-profit company under multinational 

governance (ES, FR, GB, IT, NO), we work in a climate of trust with our nine shareholding 

partners, all key players in the development of European oceanography.  

 

Mercator Ocean International has been conducting the Copernicus Marine 

Environment Monitoring Service since 2014 on behalf of the European Union. CMEMS 

offers free, open access to scientifically validated operational information on the 

ocean to several thousand subscribers worldwide. To this end, the company 

coordinates a unique network of around 100 partners in Europe specialising in Earth 

observation and ocean forecasting.  

 

Based near Toulouse in South-West France, the company’s 100 or so contributors are all 

committed to achieving the United Nations' sustainable development goals.  

 

How to apply: 

Send your cover letter and a detailed CV with the following reference 2021-09/DG/RPN 

to recruitment@mercator-ocean.fr  

 

Closing date: 30/10/2021 

 

Publication date: 15/10/2021 
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